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By NATHAN C. BROOKS, JR.

A Gift of a dictionary stand for the
Clwreh Library has been made by Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Overman, Jr. Thanks!

The Church Books will be open for 1956
contributions through noon, Saturday, Jan-
nary 5. Church envelopes for 1957 will be
available at the Church on Sunday, Decem-
ber 30th. When Uncle Sam checks up on
your income tax report—as he has done for
some of our members this year—it iz gpod
to have the church record of your pivine to
showr Uncle, Certainly our basie reason for
mood stewardship muns dedper than this, but
use of your envelopes does provide a eare-
ful record of Fiving,

Your Chrstmas Greetings, kindness, and
thoughtfulness are greatly appreciated by
the Brooks” Family,

The County Commissioners are makine
plans for 2 county election on the question
of the sale of aleoholic beverapes on Sua-
day. Now is the time for you to register so
that you can vote on this matter, Your pas-
tor feels that there are other issnes of civie
importance calling for each of us to be re--
istered for voting, but the moral welfare of
the community demancs that Baptist people
express their convictions on this particular
question. You can't speak effectively if yon
are not a registered voter, ‘

A Reception homoring all of those who
have joined the First Baptist Church during
1956 will be held following the evening
service Jonuary 6.

TV Program—The pastor and members
of the Carol Choir are to appear on the TV
Program  sponsorcd by the Commmunity
Couneil, 5:50 pan., Saturdav, December 22
on WEAR. The theme is, “The Real Mean-
int of Chrstmas.” The Junior hoys and
girls are to be at the church at 4:30 pom,
Lobes will be used. Mrs. Curtis Morriz iz to
dircet the proup and Mrs. Lee Hardy will
arrange the transportation. If there is any
delay in the program soine on the air par-
ents will know that the children will be re-
tumed to the church at the end of the pro-
ETam.

1357 Budget Goal _ $176,363.00
Pledges to Date $162,384.39

Thristmaz

The important question before ns this
season of the vear ix, “How shall we ob-
serve Christmas?” Every Christian needs
first of all to resolve that he will have no
part in the pagan revelry that will be
on every side. December parties and papan
excesses come near to being blasphemous,
The New Testament is strong in iff cm-
phasis for separation from such practices.

1t is possible for the individual t6'refrain
from such celebrations and at the same time
not appear prodish, A person of any decen-
cy will respect the right of an individual to
follow his Christian conscience.

To refrain from pagan conduct is only
one part of our Christian celebration. Tt is
needful that we place Christ at the center
of our thoughts and plans. It is His comine
as a little babe to be the Saviour of man-
kind that we commetnorate. The oecaston
is deeply religious. Christmas shonld be the
holiest of all our holidays. Our hearts should
try to feel the flowing tides of Gods love
which prompted the sending of our Saviour,

When we crasp the tmue mefinine of
Christmos our hearts are stirred to the
depths. Christmas means that the incompre-
hensible love of God sent forth His only
Berotten Son to bevin the work of reconcil-
ing lost, sinful, rebellious and unbelievine
men to Himself. — The Pendleton  Street
Baptist, Greenville, 5. C,
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VISIT THE LIBRARY

The Library has been enlarped to include
the cutside room formerly used as the down-
stairs office. The space has been repainted
and rearranzed,

Every memwber is invited to visit the Ii-
brary.

And, when vou wo, express your appre-
ciation to Mrs. Stocsen who has spent many
hours moving and cleaning, Thanks also, to
Mr. Stoesen, to the Intermediate Royal Am-
bassadors, and othezs who helped.

LOTTIE MOON OFFERING

Goal ______ £9200.00
Gifts to Date  $1666.74
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Januvary 7-11
BIBLE STUDY WEEK

“The Gospel According To Paul”

A Study of Romans
Led by Dr. Clifton J. Allen
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Conference on Children’s Work
December 31 - January 4

Morning and Evening Conferences

Led By
MRS. MAURICE WILLIAMS

Director of Nurzery, Beginner, Primary
Work, Training Union Department
of Alabama
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A STORY FROM

PALESTINE
Monthly Officers’ Council Meeting Moming Sermons By The Pastor
and Annual Watchmight Service With Attention Upon The South
Monday, December 31 Windows
beginning with supper at 6:30 p.m, December 16—The Annumciation
& & @ L'Ukﬂ 1!26.
BIELE READING CRUSADE December 25—The Birth of Jesns

Our Training Union leaders have an- e LA s

nounced a Six-Months Bible Reading Cru- December 30—The Flight to Egypt
sade, beginning January 1, 1957. Matthew 2:15.

A Bible Readers” Banguet to be held early .
ilé]uh;:l:m h(mot;Ithme who have not miss- January 6—Dr. C. J. Allen, Préaching
ed a day of Bible Reading following the
Training Union readings. Jemmary ls—ﬁ"k'ib;fﬁtmph

Bepin nowl F
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January 20—The Baptism
OFFICERS’ AND TEACHERS? Matthew 3:16.
MEETING i
anmary 27—The Transfigoration
EEKT WEDNESDAY ] ; Matthew 17:2-3.
NO SUPPER February S5—Gethsemana
Matthew 26:39;
G:45:p.m.—Department Meetings, John 15:5.
T:00 pom—Teacher Improvement Period, PP
The pastor will lead the discus- R e
ziom ol the lessom for teachers i 5
of Adults in Adult B Depart- April 21— (Eazter) The Resurrection
ment, John 19:39; 20:1.
defes April 28—The Ascension
CHURCH PHONE Acts 1:9,

HE 3-5451




THE BAPTIST BUILDER

Fublished Weekly by the
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Entered ns gecomd class matter April 21, 1950,
at the postoffice st Poensnedla, Florids, woder
the act of March 3, 1878,

CHURCH OFFICE.. ... AES HE 3-5451
LOOKING AT LAST SUNDAY
Sunday School Attendance.....eeceereeees 089

Members Present ... . B35

Mew Members
VISIHOFS  .ooisveens
(Attendance crnr ywr am.... EIHTJ

Morth Hill Baptist Chapel._.. e OB
Escambia County Tail.. e emssmrermsasans 11
Total Sunday School Attunﬂanm_........l}.!}s
Triining Union Attendance. .. 28]
Members Pregent 269
MNew Members ... Z
Naebors o cn i AR L]
{Attendance one ‘year ago...... 229) B
North Hill Baptist Chapel._. SEE et L
Totzl Treinmg Union Attnn&mm ........ 334
Additions to church membership . Lty
Tithes and Offerings:
Budeet ... . R2918.25
{Maorth Hﬂl $ISB 55)
Specials .. 692,453
{Morth Hlill $ 6L Ef’}

Building Fund, “First Baptist_ 758.17
Building Fund, North Hill....... 5.25
TOTAL OFFERING .. 34374011
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WELCOME, NEW MEMEBERS

FIRST BAPTIST—Baptism
40, Mr. Jack Newmman, 635 W. Lee St

FIRST BAPTIST—Letter
49, Mr. Ben C. Johns, 1701 W. Tnicnden-
cia St
50. Mrs. Ben C. Johns, 1701 W, Intenden-
cia St
51. Mr. Jerry Johns, 1701 W, Intendencia.
52, Mys. T. C. Cassidy, 33058 W, Gadsden.
53, Mr. Henry Plister, NAAS, Corry Field.
¢ ¢ e

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

OULR KENOWN SICE: Naval Hosnital—Mr.
K. A. Feurifoyv., Baptist Hospital —JTohn
Blackmon, Talmadge Blackmon. Sacred
Heart Hospital—Mr. Felix Woolf.

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Mr. a=d Mrs.
1. L. Avery, 3540 W. 10th Strect, on the
birth of a new baby.

SYMPATIHY TO: Mr. Charles Wiggins in
the loss of his Mother.

WEDDING BELLS TO: Lt. and Mrs L.
Glvn Bryan on their marriare in Shreve-
port, Louisiana, on December 16,

SUNDAY, DECEMEER 25—

9:30 am—Sunday School for all ares.
Theron Guthrie, Supt.

¢ 11:00 a.m—Moming Worship. Pastor.

3:30 p.m—DBaptist Hour on WEAR.
Dr. Baker James Cauthen.

4:00 pm—TYoung People A Traindnes
Union Visitation.

4:45 pm—Young People A Training
Union Study Course.

8:10 p.n—Training Union for all ages.
Clarence L. Taylor, Director.

T:50 pm—Eveniny Worship. Pastor.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26—
4:45 p.m—~—Junior High School Choir,
4:45 p.m—Hirh School Cheir. Behearsal.
G:45 pm—Sunday School Officers” and
Teachers” Mecting.

6:45 pom—Y. W. A moet in Younp
People “A™ Dept.

T:45 paou—Praver Service.

TIHIIURSDAY, DECEMBER 27—
9:30 a.m.—CHURCH-
2:30 p.m.— WIDE
T} pm— VISITATION
T:50 pan—Church Choir Eehearsal,

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28—

T:530 pan—Adult E Training Union Pasty
Lower Auditorivm of
Edueational Building,
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MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS
ATTENDANCE
Sumbeams .o L ad
Jumior G, A s .13
Jurogion: IR A Te e e T e a9

Total.. _EE
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LAST MINUTE REMINDER

Christmas
Play

FRIDAY, DECEMEER 21
5:00 p.m.

First Bantist Church
Dining Room
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